Composite outline of the original Vikrama-carita	ci
4. In JE the juggler remains present thru the whole performance, and the man who
comes in now is therefore not the juggler. 5. The curse is not mentioned in BR, JR.
In BR he says he has been sent to summon Vikrama to the battle. 6. In SR she
recites, in reply to the king's remonstrance, 15 vss on the virtues and rewards of the
sati, and the distress of the widow's state. 7. On the next day SR. 8. In BR the
Mng himself says this, while the people support him in it; in JR it is not said at all,
but the man asserts that his wife is in the king's harem, and asks permission to bring
her forth, which he does, to the astonishment of all and the shame of the king. 9. The
Pandu king BR, and some mss. of the other recensions. 10. This vs, describing the
amount of the gift, occurs in all versions.
31 (not in JR). Story of the Thirty-first Statuette.   Vikrama and
the Vampire or Vetala
Once an ascetic came into the king's presence and blest him, and
askt his assistance at a magic ceremony he wisht to perform at dead
of night in a great cemetery.1 The king agreed and went with him.
The ascetic sent him to take down and bring in perfect silence2 a dead
body containing a vetala (vampire or demon), which hung on the
limb of a tree.3 As the king was bringing the body, the vetala pro-
posed that a story be told to while away the time;4 and when the king,
fearing to break the silence, would not speak, the vetala himself told
the story of the Prince who insulted a Brahman.5
In a city6 in the northern country there was a king named Suvi-
cara,7 whose son Jayasena was devoted to the hunt. One day he
pursued an animal into the jungle until he lost sight of it; and he
came to a river where a brahman was performing a ceremony. The
prince ordered the brahman to hold his horse while he drank of the
water; but the brahman refused, saying: " Am I then your servant ? "
The prince was angry and beat him with his whip, whereupon the brah-
man ran howling to the king and made complaint. The king in anger
ordered his son to be exiled, because he had insulted the sanctity of
a brahman, thus endangering the prosperity of the kingdom (vs 352) .3
The minister protested against such punishment for one rash act of
a young man otherwise worthy to succeed his father and rule the king-
dom; but the king insisted that he should be punisht, and ordered
that his hand should be struck off. The brahman came in then and
askt that the prince be forgiven for his sake. So the prince was saved.
The vetala askt the king whether the brahman or the king showed
the greater virtue, and Vikrama said "**The king." As soon as he spoke
the vet§la disappeared from his shoulder and returned t® the tree.

